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The Hellenic NTWC (HL-NTWC) was established officially by Greek Law in September 2010. HL-NTWC is
hosted at the National Observatory of Athens, Institute of Geodynamics (NOA-IG), which also operates a 24/7
earthquake monitoring service in Greece and coordinates the newly established Hellenic Unified National Seismic
Network. NOA-IG and HL-NTWC Operational Centre is linked to the Civil Protection Operational Centre and
serves as the official alerting agency to the General Secretariat for Civil Protection in Greece, regarding earthquake
events and tsunami watch.
Since August 2012, HL-NTWC acts as Candidate Tsunami Watch Provider (CTWP) under the UNESCO IOC
– ICG NEAMTWS tsunami warning system (NEAM: North-Eastern Atlantic, the Mediterranean and connected
seas) and offers its services to the NEAMTWS system. HL-NTWC has participated in all Communication Test
Exercises (CTE) under NEAMTWS and also it has provided tsunami scenarios for extended system testing
exercises such as NEAMWAVE12.
Some of the recent developments at HL-NTWC in Greece include: deployment of new tide gauge stations for
tsunami watch purposes, computation of tsunami scenarios and extending the database in use, improving alerting
response times, earthquake magnitude estimation and testing newly established software modules for tsunami and
earthquake alerting (i.e. Early-Est, SeisComP3 etc.) in Greece and the Eastern Mediterranean.
Although funding today is limited, an advantage of the participation in important EC funded research projects, i.e.
NERIES, NERA, TRANSFER, NEAMTIC and ASTARTE, demonstrates that collaboration of top class Research
Institutions that care to produce important and useful results in the research front in Europe, can facilitate towards
developing and operating top class Operational Centers, useful for Civil Protection purposes in regions in need.
Last, it is demonstrated that HL-NTWC collaboration with important key role Research Centers in the Security
and Safety issues (e.g. JRC-IPSC) at the Operational front, can further facilitate and secure everyday operation
under a collaborative and experience exchanging manner.
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